&CI III         DESIGN    FOR   LIVING
GILDA (in an empty voice): This is the most delightful
surprise. (To GRACE) : Do you know, I haven't seen
either of them for nearly two years.
GRACE : Gilda has been showing me this perfectly
glorious apartment. Don't you think it's lovely ?
OTTO (looking around}: Artistically too careful, but
professionally superb.
GILDA (laughing lightly}:  Behave yourself, Otto 1
LEO : Where's darling little Ernest ?
GILDA : Chicago.
HENRY : Here's your drink, Gilda.
He hands it to her.
GILDA : Thank you.
GRACE (sinking into a chair): Where did you come
from on your freight boat, Mr. Mercure ?
LEO: Manila.
OTTO : It was very hot in Manila.
LEO : It was also very hot in Singapore.
GILDA (drily): It always is, I believe.
OTTO : It was cooler in Hong Kong; and in
Vladivostock it was downright cold 1
LEO : We had to wear mittens.
HELEN : Was all this a pleasure trip ?
LEO : Life is a pleasure trip, Mrs. Carver; a Cheap
Excursion.
OTTO : That was very beautifully put, Leo. I shall
always remember it.
HENRY and HELEN'S faces set in disapproval,
GRACE looks slightly bewildered*
GRACE (with a little social laugh} : Well, life certainly
hasn't been a cheap excursion for me! Every day it
gets more and more expensive. Everyone here has
had the most dreadful winter. I was in Europe, of
443